THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES

on every side, in a state of defence. Under Charles Martel every-
thing was mercilessly sacrificed to military necessity. The Church
was plundered. There were profound disturbances everywhere,
provoked by the substitution of Germanic vassals for the Roman
aristocrats, the partisans of Ebroin or Eudes of Aquitaine. It seems
indeed that the reign of Charles saw the recurrence of disturbances
analogous to those of the Germanic invasions. We must not forget
that he burned the cities of the Midi, and by so doing definitely
destroyed what still remained of the commercial and municipal
organization. And it was the same with the great ecclesiastical
fabric on which public charity was dependent, the hospitals, and
the education which the schools henceforth ceased to provide.

When Pippin succeeded to his father, the entire aristocracy, and
consequently the entire people, must have been as illiterate as
himself. The merchants of the cities were dispersed. The clergy
itself had lapsed into a state of barbarism, ignorance, and immorality
of which we may obtain some idea by reading the letters of Saint
Boniface. "At this lamentable period," says Hincmer,1 "not only did
they carry off from the Church of Reims all the precious things
that it possessed, but the houses of the religious were destroyed
and dilapidated by the bishop. The few unhappy clerics
who remained sought a means of livelihood in trade, and they
hid the deniers which they gained thereby in the charters and
manuscripts."

If this was the condition of one of the richest churches of the
kingdom we may judge what must have happened elsewhere.

teidrad's report on Lyons tells us that matters were no better
elsewhere. Saint Boniface was receiving incense only in small
parcels, which were sent him by his friends in Rome.

As for the currency, this was in a terrible state of confusion.
There was practically no gold in circulation. In the contracts of
the 8th century there are frequent mentions of prices paid in grain
or cattle.2 The minters of base coins profited by this state of affairs.

1 Fita 5. Remigii* M.G.H. ss. RBL Mtoov., vol. ffl, p. 251.
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